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Unit three, tower 
is now secure. 


niin Space Port, Derzon, SD 195-05-08 


—_— 


Not much cargo moving, 
though... 


Freeze! 
Now stand clear 


Lot of indy { 
| tratfic lately. "s ‘| of the consoles. 


A sudden swarm of fast armored vehicles appears from the cargo bays of those 
"independent" endo-atmospheric transports and fan out from the spaceport. 


| The invaders take no notice of anything but their goal, 
the various state and civil guard offices, 
which they either seize or destroy. 


As they move, 
they largely ignore the protest of the population, 
outraged at the assault on their peaceful planet. 
But no one can mount any real resistance to the 
fast moving surprise attack. 


This world has never known armed conflict. 
The interstellar war of a generation earlier 

was a remote issue to these people, and its 

invention of warfare was a lesson never learned. 


i 


J 
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However, there were representatives of an 
agency on planet created by and for war. 


Commander, | 
{have confirmed | 
the assault. 


There is no intelligence on any 
ILR activity anywhere, nothing 
to suggest some political 
movement or other obvious motive. 


Any clue as to 
who is doing this? 


All right people, the trouble is coming our way. 
| want everyone armed up before they get here. With a 
little luck we can get a standoff, but | wouldn't count on it. 


‘ 
i 


aan 


Keep those recorders going. We'll want 
the best possible data to pass on to Central. 


| 


The Confed/EDF administrative building is suddenly | [That directional charge should be 
raked by autocannon and small arms fire as heavily right about there, they're right under us. 
armed assault troops charge into the bottom floors. a am 


Third Squad is gone! They have 
the building full of booby traps and 
self-destructs. Pull everyone out and 
we'll just burn it down from a distance. 


Computer nets and long range sensors 
dispassionately observe and record the 
events that rage across the planet and 
assemble the data that is then sent off 
in interstellar message torpedoes. The 

| invaders quickly shut down the ground- 

| based networks and destroy all the orbital 


relay stations. They will take some weeks 
| to discover any of the very-long-range 

| Monitors which travel in their own free 

| __ Solar orbits, or the layers of covert 


monitoring systems hidden throughout 
the electronic: infrastructure of the planet. 


Most of the citizenry has never had 
a reason to suspect authority figures, 
so most were taken without incident. 


Now let's get on to the next step. 
Pick-up teams, get your dossiers 
i and for now, some extra armed backup. 


Come with us. 


Dahan Ichanah? 


i 
But others were expatriates | | A'right old man, we've got you now! 
from less benign — 
[ ) ‘ Anda! Let 
| 9° of him! 


‘| Hey! You want | 
a piece of this | 
too, woman? [f 


t Hum, weren't we - ? 


7 


It wasnt like they weren't 
going to stop a bullet anyway. 


Umm: It's so nice to be out of a flightsuit and 


eating something other than field rations. nd welll see 


! what else we can be 
out of and into, eh? 


| can tell what you've been eae BAST: 
thinking of for the last week. . Well, what else could | do? The idea of a three 


es - | day with you would drive anyone to distraction. 


nn = = 


So that's what 
that unauthorized 
communication was. 


have seen Anard's reaction. 
| | most certainly did. There's a recall. 
= iii 


Don't be absurd. 
The net would get 
to us eventually. 


But you didn't even try. [4 


Didn't even have time to unpack. 
Ah, Pilot Officer Feina, report for a pre-lift-off \_/ just hope it's a readiness exercise. 
| Driefing in an hour. Bring your mobility kit. = 


The base is under full —_ ee 
communications security, Maybe it's just Anard's version of a 


bad joke, knowing how everyone 
memeete As, was anticipating the break. 


avas! What are you 
doing here like that? 


—— | found out that there's been 
I've come to take an armed incident. This is 
you away from all this. a real combat mobilization. 


I've just snagged a staff position here. 
And that's what | want to tell you. You 
don't have to go either. There's room 
for a joint spouse posting; you could still 
fly training. I've already checked. With our 
combined pull, we could swing some great 
apartment space in town. The way 
| figure it, by being in headquarters, |'l 
be the first to see any hot opportunities 
as they come in. And with action 
s brewing, there'll be a lot of new openings. 


Right. Watching the casualty lists. And what Is this joint spouse business? 


| thought you'd be happy ee And you're going to 
to get out of a hot spot. It — your duty for some cozy 
Y, { position, and take me with you? 


' ae And who's going to fill 
I'm still in service, just . po “S their posts? This is what 
not on the line. There are & ; eon “ian =< ve trained for, Tavas. | 
plenty of officers who'd ace 3 can't give up the squadron |’ 
| trade me for the hot seat. ; sa E for your ambition - or you. 


You're really 
going to do 
it? You would 
really do a hot 

assault landing 

rather than 
stay with me? 


What i is 5 it? Your overweening sense of duty to your 
father? Or some dramatic gesture about how a female 
Es! pilot has to go out of her way to prove she can hack 

i" An whet about us? | had i plane for the two of us. 


Ef2\ | don't need this, 
=| Ikalik. I've got 
a mission to fly. 


Fine Have ul 


been reassigned to the 
planetary defense wing. 


Felna and Twitty will lead the 
squadrons. The wing ops will 
be handled by task force battle 
management while in the field. 


x Ha, Commander 
Qtzhihii, k'hnl ane - 


i Is that correct? And what | 
=| is to be of my command? 


Poor fortune takes 
me from you now. 


That's about it, Pilot Officer. 
Heck of a note - after a week 
0' field problems, another exercise. 


z 


Well, we'll see about that. 


i, 


Let's just say that we ought 
to always run these like 
the real thing, just in case. 


So 


Attention crews. We'll be lifting 
for exo-atmospheric, so stay 
buttoned up and on internal 

life support until we dock. 


Hello there, Tad! 
Everything shipshape? 


All up and ready 
to lift, Pilot Officer. 


Z 
Are you coming with us? “ogee 


S| Nooo. Why do you ask? 
en. 


Just thinking we might need you. 


“The aerodyne is a fusion-powered 
air-transport machine, using raw 
thrust instead of wings to stay aloft. 


Erma's craft is intended for tactical surface-to-space transport of armored 
| strike units, and with its own weapons systems, provides aerial fire support 
and tactical command and control. Scores of craft like hers also lift off, 

loaded with troops and equipment, to rendezvous with the VLCC. 


| Dr. Baherranian, | apologize for the 
7 \ate hour but matters have come [7 
up that will affect your community. |) 


Show Dr. Baherranian in please. 


i feared something | 
was amiss, but what? | 


A message just came in 
from Derzon. It appears 
that a Lepine force 


The EDF and Homeguard will insure that 
everyone's rights are protected. I've already 
talked to the governor, and she has assured 
me that her office would do all it could. 


Regrettably, no one can guarantee the 
actions of another. So, while there are 
no official restrictions on anyone's 
movement, avoiding any unnecessary or 
provocative activities would be a good idea. 


ue ae 
ILR expatriates would be monitored, as 


well as independent and rimworld ship 
operators, until the situation is resolved. 


) 


A VLCC (Very Large Command Carrier) in low orbit receives swarms of 
aerodyne assault craft, each loaded with troops and armored fighting vehicles. 


It will be the core of the task force, not only transporting the aerodynes and shuttles and providing 
the command and control needed to win back Derzon, but also contains the manufacturing 
resources and tools to build all its own weapons or reconstruct a planetary infrastructure. 


Qtzhihii told 
me he is 
not to come. 
Must stay 
and defend 
home. Only 
heard in 
last minutes. 


Squadron Officer now? Seems like 
everyone knows more than | today. 


Aerospace Expeditionary Force - 


Oh, that's Not so bad. ' ; 
just great. Htzktl to be in your | 
. =< squadron. Make it 
strong. Squadron 
Officer Felna wise. 


Z Sad : To be sure. Htzktl 


| don't know j mm see you all the time, It is with deepest regret that | must 
S| about that. | good pilot, strong officer. inform you that we have been 
oe oe ; : eee mobilized as an armed response to a 
hostile action on Derzon, Anderichai. 
The major population centers ee 

were seized by light armored units 

which had disembarked from ships 

listed as commercial carriers. The 

Confed/EDF personnel resisted as 
best they could, but were wiped out. 

The hostiles were all lepine, and 
equipped with ILR-type equipment. 


Z 


The local ILR representitive insists that there is no ILR military activity. But, until we get more communication 
to prove otherwise, we will have to assume defensive positions throughout the section and retake Derzon as 
quickly as possible. To adequately accomplish both ends, some elements of the 255th Aerospace Strike 
and 270th Space Defense Squadrons will remain in-system for local defense. Also, other key personnel 
from the rest of the task force have also been reassigned to support other operations. 


a 
| Well, —_— here we are. | 


So, | propose that we sim 
some assault landing, getting 
F) used to the new Srargerir. 


want you all to be able to 
not only carry out your 
missions, but also take over 
squadron ops, just in case. 


| know there's been some limited training in such 
scenarios, but as we don't really know what we'll 
find in Derzon space, it'll be crucial that we be 
able to handle the very worst worst-case situation. 


We've all been through 
enough psych sims to 
know we wouldn't be 
here if there was any 
doubt about our fitness 

to go under fire. But the 

real thing is different, 
and no sim can really 
prepare you for it. 


However, if we have 
all the foreseeable 


| hope they can 


jements practiced cope with this 
“ sudden change 
= — a in the command 
ee ly structure - namely, 
distracted while in the Pose siege 
middie of something. vin. rir soma 
That's it for now, but ; 
I'l have some full 
squadron meetings the possible mission isn't too bad, though | 
as soon as possible. hope we can get it done without too much 
Tell your crews I'll cost. Tavas should be here. no, he shouldn't, 
be available for that selfish bastard. | can’t believe he’d bail 
consultations until 


like that. what am | going to do? 
third rotation. cole we sae 


ie 


The task force VLCC needs more than a week of continuous thrust to 
for jump. Though the jump-in point will be several billion kilometers from 
prepared for immediate action, just in case. 


A'right. You all know the drill. 
if there is anyone there to And zeegee toilets, 
greet us, we launch and do the oh what fun. 
long ride down by ourselves. FET 


ei 


into a position 
the force is 


your status. Initial scans show no close-in 


Jump completed. All section heads signal 


threat. Launch first layer of ACVs* 


ee ge 3 <q ‘ 7 - [F. ;- 
\e. | ‘ oe ; : 
\ . a , 2 
i — = 


cll, 


As we get more threat assessment, non-immediate 
units will be stood down to pre-attack schedule. 


The VLCC and its attendant swarm of ACVs begin the long fall into Derzon space. Soon, 
many of the ACVs will begin a complicated series of deceleration maneuvers to spread out 
their arrival time and velocity. Some will plunge through the system at full speed to sui 

the planet or make preemptive strikes on near-space assets. Most will adjust their Ss | 
to string out their arrival into a continuous bombardment lasting several days before, and if | 


necessary, after the arrival of the task force. 


‘ACV=Autonomous Combat Vehicles, very smart missiles which are not only weapons but 
independent reconnaissance probes and command and control relay units and can also be 
platforms for smaller missiles or beam weapons. 


| hope everyone will be able to 


Hail For my part, 
relax enough to get some rest. 


| can hardly keep 
my eyes open, 


By the way - you're pulling 
things together nicely. 


Get real food and all the sleep 
you can, while you can. 


can needlessly 
dwell on my 
failed relationships. 


well- maybe not. 
| can't afford to 
i| get distracted now. 


| was wondering - ah - could | talk, 
ya know, about seeing action and all. 


Ya now Ive been | in service for ten 
‘| years, training and mobilizations, 
over twelve thousand flying hours. 


Well, the one time | was under fire - 
| guess | was too busy maneuvering 
my aero to reall — about being 

shot. 


We'll have so much to do that 
facing terrible electric death jf 
will be the least of our worries. |; 


Now relax and start thinking 
about how you're going to 
spend your combat bonus. 


But I've never been shot at. 
And | dunno exactly how I'd handle it. 


ik<. 
Doing this landing 
ought to be similar. 


Reconnaissance ACVs sweep past or swing into orbit around Derzon, analyzing the 
disposition of forces there and begin constant monitoring of all action on the surface. 


| Severe nner 


Aih, such is well, Squadron Officer. E Hello, Hotzektel. | trust you are 
This ration is hesitation to Htzktl. —_— into the: new secon 


You don't like the shipboard processed 


Stuff? It's just lke the food on base. erhm - Hizktl's stomach say 


much in not agreement. " Vat-food not real life. 
: ‘ Taste like polymer and steel. 


Ha. Squadron Officer see the truth. 
Is not food. Is purpose of death. | 


Hizktl think about war. 
“Tzchai Khai have no thought of 
war. Qtzhlhii is spirit leader, had 
nothing to say of war. To stop 
crime with force, with death is 
| hard thing. Htzktl trained for war, 
has sworn to EDF. Kill or be 
killed simple, but to be there to 
make question is problem. 
Tzchai Khai would not take 
planet, would not fight to keep it. 


| understand your dilemma, but 
| don't have an answer for you. 


Tzchai Khai kill to eat, is important. 
Nature of life is large in our spirit thoughts. 
To end life is special, as life is special. 


| wish there was some 
important thing | could say, 
something worth remembering. 


but all | can think about 
is not screwing up. 


No in-close defenses. 
We'll have that, at least. 


From ail the intel, they 


haven't brought in any 
§| additional on-pianet assets. 


Do it right, Felna! | 


yeah, "do it right," Hs 
that's not a bad way to go. 


Our mission has 
been to test them. 


This whole operation doesn't 


make sense. They land a minimal 
force, barely enough to seize Cyan 
the planet, but clearly not enough | oa : 


to hold or defend it - . 


A 


Ve 


| | want everyone to be careful for 
} some kind of nasty suprise. 


The landing force comes in, supported by space-based weapons platforms which 
bombard A at defense with hypervelocity impactors or directed energy beams. | 


Mites ae ; b: 


any attempts at resistance appear, aerodyne gunships provide suppressive fire to 
destroy major threats and contain enemy troops for capture by EDF ground for: 


Here we come, 
prepare for landing. 


This doen't look 
like fun anymore. WARNING! WARNING! 
HOSTILE ARMOR! | cesses 


FIRE! FIRE! FIRE! | 


ae | 
oS QRe 
| HOSTILE ARMOR HAS BEEN NEUTRALIZED. 
| AIRFRAME INTEGRITY HAS BEEN LOST. 
WARNING! WARNING! FUEL FIRES | Summum ae 
| IN CELLS C-4 AND PROPAGATING. ee Computer, continue tactical | 
oe % S| feed for as long as possible. |™ 


Everybody out! || 4 ea es 


pe 


Any damage 
back there? 
COMMANDER, | AM LOSING MY 
PERIPHERALS TO THE FIRE. 
| THE HYPERKINETICS HAVE 
PENETRATED KEY BULKHEADS 
AND FIRE PROPAGATION 
CANNOT BE STOPPED. WILL 
SIGN OFF SHORTLY AS 


: oe a COMMLINKS ARE EXPECTED 
7 wresapeneere | TO BREAK DOWN. 
Battle Management, $$ $$ $ 


jim having to evac. =) GOOD LUCK. 


Battle management observes and coodinates the forces in action. 
Direct long-range imagery and remote sensor information feed computer-generated battle 
diagrams of the activities on the ground, allowing controllers to keep track of and guide 

troops to where they have detected enemy activity. 


| But a carefully hidden soldier with a small but powerful rocket launcher can still ambush 
and destroy anything unlucky enough to come in range. 


Any such attack immediately reveals the 
location of the threat and is quickly brought 
under deadly counterfire, but not before 

the damage is done. 


Personal transponders on each EDF troop transmit the deadly cost, as identity codes 
slip from column to collumn, counting the wounded and the dead. 


I'm Pilot Officer Felina. 
Battle Management sent me. 


| I've got anew 
| position for you. 


a _ It's through | sais ‘Hullo. We're what's left of C squad, 
| There's a squad that's lost that alley. : 
SS ee and these are Weadjhee and Krimble. 


| its offi Tenth Assault. I'm Specialist Czimmer, 
| _its officer and comm gear. 


A'right, they want us to knock on doors and see who's 
home. They haven't seen any hostiles here in a while, 
but want to make sure there's no stragglers. 


Management, what can you 
tell me about that building. 


Those three residential blocks 
haven't been cleared yet. 


Sir - uh - ma'am? 


Erma is fine. 
What is it? 


; : It is a power 
There's something about ———— . 
that utility building and water substation. 
Not waste or sewage. 


e: il 4 


Is there sabotage? 


PO Squad Leader, 
remember there are 
still noncombatants 
in the area. Be 
careful who you 
shoot at. 


— 


| Some must have been here a while, |f 
| and others look recently killed. 
All have been shot in the head. 


Dozens at least! 


Also, we want live, 
unabused prisoners, 
got that? 


| We have it. Continue your mission. 
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Not a word, 
ES | Eatit, Deffees! 


| There's another one! 


[cook out re Ce! 


_| He went out the window! 


Hey, lay off him. 


Command wants We're not having any 
abuse of peedub's here. 


Well, Pilot Officer, ae 
that sack of shit < ; Oh-my-some-bad-guy-sniper-just 
: | shot-our-prisoner-how-tragic. 


- murdered a 
amily up there! 


i oN 
You're all relieved. 
Battle management, 
do you read? 


Maybe so, but there's not 


And he's not getting away with going to be any battlefield | fe eS ah = 
any “heat of battle" technicality. |4) justice done while I'm around. . Got it, Pilot Officer. Hav 
——————————— to channel 28. They're out of here. 


Things must be getting better, 
there's more hot chow coming. : 
——_, , | Yes, there's a relief formation landing now. 
We'll be able to get off the line by tomorrow. 


Hotzektel! What are Hizktl shot at, and shot back. 
you doing here? Yes, | saw some of the To be fighting on the ground 
| tacticals. You all right? is a fierce thing. 


i 


' | Yes. Have you.seen | 
lost aeros to mines as we land. } any sign of atrocities? j Hoo. There are bad things happening 
Few losses, but have to walk —— - out there. Htzkt! pray for people. 


There looks like |-— 
officer trouble. 


B 
? 


Operational circumstances |= 
} have made it optimal for / Yeah. Might as well 
fully immersed personnel to |= Seay get moving on to the 
maintain a continuity of os - next section. 


expertise. 


| hope we can get this over with as soon as 
possible. Let the locals get back to normal. | 


1 You say you come to | 
protect us, but where. 
is mymate now? f 


Is everyone all right? 


All right? That you would care! 


You militarists don't count the price 
We pay for your adventures! 


You, sister! You should be 
bringing life into the world, 
not taking it, and crippling 
everything you do not kill. 


My cubs live yet, 
but see their eyes 
and tell me they 

are whole? 


Let's get back to it. And we'd better make an extra 
effort to keep the impact to the locals to a minimum. 


or - or maybe she - 
no, I've got a job to do. 


/ 3 
Yeah, lots of fun 2a 
for everyone. 2 


Hello Ops, a lot of the civilians still 
haven't heard about staying in cover. 


What? Would mere thirst 
and fatigue tear you away 
from the great adventure? 
Right. !'ll nag Ops about it. 


Remind everyone that the last thing 
we need is civilian casualties. 
23 


} into the building. 


There a stairway ] @ when \ The first thing | want to - 
| upthe west end. | this is all over. y 


The initial scan 
doesn't look too bad. 


Get the armor cutters 
back in here and get the 
rest of the suit off. 


She will recover from the broken ribs and intemal injuries, but forces now conspire 
to change her life and send it in directions that even they cannot anticipate. 
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